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To all Miſſe-led People vin this Land... 


bg E that in theſe times will ſpeak any thing to the people in behalf - 
& of the King. is likelyto do it upon diſadvantage,. and be heard 
\ with prejudice : but they that, would be profitably informed by 
1} what they heare, muſt-lend at-equall care to what is ſpoken ; 
q. whichT hope you wil do,being ſuch. for the molt part.as profeſſe 
US to.make a conſcience of your ways.I deſire therfore of you, into | 
| _ Whoſe hands this Tceatiſe,ſhall come, that you would receive it | 
with minde and affetion, anſwerable to that wherewith it 1s offered to you, free 
- from partiality and private reſpeRs; that you would confider-Caſes of Conſcience 
* are written out of Conſcience : And were a diſtrefſed Princea fitobjeR for Aat- 
tery, or this kind of in{truion.capable of ſuch Language, yet.is this a time for 
eyery man to inform and ſpeak his Conſcience ; and as many cf you as ſhall read 
me in this Book. will;I hope,conceive,I had no other purpoſe in the publiſhing of 
it,then to give teſtimony to the Truth for the dire&ing of your Conſciences & the 


diſcharge of mine owne. T have therefore written it plainly without affeRation 

. - of curioſity, having reſpeR onely to your profit ; the Learned through. the Land 

A are ſufficiently Deke an I may afſure you all Ages have afſerted this Truth, 

out of which I could have drawne a cloud of Witneſles , and preſented them to 

your fight; but thought-ic more expedient-fyr- your direftion , to ſhew you 

the cleec light of Divine Scripture and.reRifred Reaſon, the onely Rules of Con- 

ſcience : and if by theſe. you ſhall be brought to fee the crookedneſſe of the New 

DoArine of theſe times, and the uneven dangerous windings of this way of | 

reſiſtance T have gained the end of my defires, and you have not loſt by ir. | 

One thing I muſt note as ſtrange, that todiſcourſt upon this argument ſhould . 

be thought (as iris. by many) a work altogerher beyond the profeſſion of the D1- 

vine. Indeed popular Stateſmen have always held it very impolitick and unrea- ' 

PE - ſonable that Subjes ſhould not in dangers imminent have meanis to ſave cthem- . 
py ſelves by a Power of reſiſtance , and accordingly framed their principles and 
grounds of State as unqueſtionable. Wee examine not the power or wiſdome of 
Eaw-makers, but when xe receive their Law, Declaration ,-or Command , and 
know it in rormenis, underſtand it in qheſenſe 16 beares, certainly it belongs to the 
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* The Epiſtle, be. Tip 


pF Divine.to conſider whether it be againſt Gods Law, and accordingly co WMſtruF 


his people: If it beagreed upon as a thi! g known in this State , that the Kits $ 
the higher Power according to S.Paul, the Supreme according to'S. Petes , the F4- 
ther of the Commonwealth according to the fift Commandment, ſurely it be longs'to 


the Divine to urge obedience, honour, and ſubjeRion according to thoſe places, 


and reprove refiflance forbiden there : Which obedience we acknowledge to be 
limited and circumſcribed by the eſtabliſhed Law s of the Land, and accordingly 

to be yielded or denied to the higher Power , if thoſe Laws be not repugnant to- 
the Law of God : And for Refiltanice”; as we have not yet heard of any Law of 
the Land that cominands or warrants it, {o wee know that. were there any Law 
or Ordinance made to enjoyne it, ſuch would not bind , being againſt the Apo- 


files expreſle prohibition, back'd with arguments drawn from the very reaſon of 


Government, as ſhall be ſhewn in this following Treatiſe. 
Be they who they will that preſent you with imminent dangers,and work upon 


Four fears, thar tell you of Fundamentall Laws, and give you rules of policy te 


Captivate your reaſon ; when all that's done; it is the Divine that muſt ſettle the 
Conſcience, which will not be quiet, if in yielding obedience to any Law or Or- 
dinance, it comes to a ſulpition, that ſuch an Ordinance of man entrencherh upon 
the Word of Gcd. ' | 
Let mee tell you (for I ſuppoſe you follow this way. in the ſrmeplicity of your 
hearts) how you are wrought upon by them that miſ-lead you. You are dealt 
with according to your generall defire of the continuance of true Religion and 
the SubjeRs Liberty , not according to the particular grounds of _ which 
conſcience doth require :. You are told, the Goſpel and your Liberties and all you 
have are in moſt imminent danger, and without taking Arms forthe defence , ir= 
recoverably lolt ; and that this is Iawfull by rhe Fundamentals of this Kingdom : 
Yougmult take all this upon truſt, without an expreſle and particular warrant, to 
rule and ſecure your Conſcience againſt the exprefſe words of the Apoſtle forbid- 


ding reſiſtance, Rom.1 3. : | | 
You profeſſe your felyes enemies to Popery, and good reaſon for it , but why 


| ſhould you therefore be enemies to your King that declares again it too.T would 


you could obſerve how, under pretence of keeping out Popery , ' you axe led in 
this way of reſiſtance by the like ſteps that brought Popery in.For examine your 
hearts and try if the name of Parliament (which is of honourable eſteem with all 
be not raiſed to the like excefle of credit with you , as the name of the (Þurch is 


with the Papiſts ; if you have not within you a filent thoughr-of inf; llibility in 


that great Councell, and ſo with an implicit faith are ready to receive and mayn- 
tain whatever isconcluded there ; if you be not drawn to. believe your Prince is 


' minded to overthrow Religion, and upon ſuch a ſuppoſall or belief+ (according te 
the yery method of Jeſuiticall practices) to take up Arms againſt him. 
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____ "$owillyou,if you looke not ro it, be blindly catried on agaialt all rules of 


Conſcietice ; for you have neither certain knowledge of your Princes heart, to re- 


 folye for refiftance upon 2 ſuppoſall of ſuch intentions in him ; norſhaye you any 
cettain rule to wartantthe lawfulneſſe of reGſting upon ſuch ſuppolall, andto. ſe- 


cure you againt the Apoſtles prohibition, and damnation Iaid'upon it; nor have 
you 29 Jar of Charity inconcluding in ſuch intentions in your Prince 
againſt his deepeſt proteſtations made in ſuch times of his diftrefſe , and without 
.thatzall is nothing. though you lay down, as you thinke ,. your-life for Religion. 
1 Cor. 13. How much ſafer would it be for you to be guided by the ſure rules of 
"Conſcience, and (if it ſhould pleaſe Zod to bring upon you what you feare ) 


ro. fuffer unjuſtly , then in the unwatrantable prevention. of it to.doce. un- 


uſtly. | 

; To this purpoſe ſhall you have this Treatiſe ſpeaking to you forthe direRion 
of your Confcicnces. If youthink it ſtrikes too boldly upon any thing concerning 
theParliament, I defire yours and their favourable interpretation, Pe wouldf 
tilence every an" 4 and word that may ſeemne to refle&t upon that high Court ; 
but whit is neceſſary,I muſt ſpeak for Truth and' Conſcience ſake , from which 


neither King nor Parliament ſhould make us ſwerve. Wee are taught that Kings. 


wet not be flattered ; and the people.ought to learn , that Parliaments muſt not 
be Kdolized : That has been often charged a5-a faule upon the Clergy , and ThisI 


fare 19 that fin of the people, which, together with-the licentiouſneſſe indulged 


back again to them, ha*s moved Cod to- blow upon that wiſh'd for fruic wee 
mig have reaped by this ſo defireda Parliament. 

For when I ſee man is more ſenſible of eyery breach of his owne Rights 
and Priviledges ; then of thoſe unparalleld breaches-ſo frequently made upon 
Gods publick Worſhip , I cannot bat thinke the Lord will require it of this 
Land , and when I ſee rightand juſt ſubveried , property and liberty - expoſed 


to the will 'and power of every one that is pleaſed to conceive his Neighbour - 


6 Malignant, andable to make him fo by commanding his goods and perſon, I 
E8tnorbur complain with the Pfalmiſt, Pfal.85. The for dations of the earth are 
vt. of courſe; and appeal co Heaven , Ariſe O God , judge thou the earth. And I 
exu?t, that albeit this Spirit of ſeduQtion may prevail a while,and this way of re- 
Aftance proſper, for the great but juſt puniſhment of this finfull Land , the Lord 
ill look. down from Heaven, and make Truth and Peace again to flouriſh out 
ofche;carth, will look upon the face of his Anointed , and by this aMiRion as by 
adduing correftion make him oreat- Pſal.18.35.. Great go the mayntenance of 


wue Religion, and to the reſtoring. of the peace and proſperity of this 


Kingdom; And Let 


all the people ſay, Amen.. 
The 
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He expliention of the Queſtion, und general \Reſoluthon' of 'it; 
BW! Se. Al The principle or grown 0 which rbey go fo Ref % 
| Seriprave, Their chief examples,(ta which ſhould have Fein atded Lib 7 
ſtwtred now mn thi laft Set.) Scriptures againj thens.; eſpecially that of MRs's 
Rom, arged and cleaved: where ſhewea, he King is that higher Procey : ; 
forbidden to refiſt, even the Senate, which by the fundamentals of th Fnatifs 
challenge as much as oyr great Councell tay, That prohibition concert Wy 2 

mety” onarches , but in all 


Was good, not onety in that State,'becanſe they wire abſolute Mon | 
States becanſe of the preſervat mn of Order whith ſBouldbe'in all, and was good not one= 


ly againſt the Chriſttans, becauſe their Religion'was enalttdapainſs by Law, bit alſo 'a« 
cab % Senate & People, though they wire enſlaved. get'7 "ITO Ty - 
Se&. TIF, Their principle examined by reaſon, Of Fundamentals, their ground. 
worke according to the pleaders for refiftavice, ts the originall of Powtr from the people ; 
ani their re/aſſuming it; when the Prince will not ifteg 6 NEE C2 i 
The power it ſelfe, (diftingniſhet from the deſihning of the Perſon, and the Daabf 2 
Cation #4 it in ſeverall forms of government) i from God as an ordinavice or tonſtirurion 
wnder that providence whereby God rules the whole world, Creatures reaſonable as well 
as unreaſonable. _ | Ms th OE OY INE, 
ScA.LIIIH. 7hat Power cannot be forfeited to the people or reaſſumed by them. They 
cannot prove it by vertne f the firſt eleftion, or by any capitulation-or covenant or the 
Oath betwrene Prince 'and People. | pAkEr, Im F: 
Sect, V. Norcan'itbe proved by that neceſſitie of means of ſafety whichſhoutd be im 
Every State to/provide for it ſelfe : but greater dangers and inconveniences would follow ' 
by ſuch means of ſafety as ave pretended to,by reſuming the Power. wh 
Se. VI. The Examination of the Refitance now made. Where ſhtwen, that'it is 
wot ſuch as they themſelves pretina to,who plead for 3t , either for the gentvall'and\tna« 
nimous conſent of the Kingdome ; for ut was not ſo agreed upon : or for the deftnſrve way 
of it ; becauſe the King i npon the defenſive, For he'was'not firſt m arms, aud the Con- 
rention muſt needs appeare to be for ſomtthing the King bath right to'hold* or 1s bound 
by oath to maintain, Alſo becanſe to any nixns Conſeiente it will apyeare ro beean op- 
pmugnation rather then a vefiſtance or mere defence. ery | | 
SeQ. VII. The Caſe # not in being. No (,onſcience can conclude the'King tobe what 
they would have him ſuppoſed becauſe the jealouſies are groundleſſe, The King hath 
done ſufficient to clear them;by Promiſes, Proteſtations atts of: Grace: And ( onſcience if 
it hotd the rule of (havitie will not ag ainſt alt thoſe conelade:coutrary tntemions 51 bin, 
#pon then to ground refiftence;but will if it will mr'be paretall, range the King _— 
fered ſuch reaſonable means of ſecuritie to:this State as onught to'liuve bin apyrthended. 
rather then thiuuKingdom embroyled n a civilt war,and Ireland neglettea; Luftly,g Con- 
ſcience that concludes for tefiftance, wants the perfwaſion of fairh; and rhe” judgement of 
charities an high meaſure, and cannot appeare ſafely at Gods tribunal. The 
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'The Reſolving of Conſcience, Touching tle unlawfulneſS: of the 
Warre and Reſiſtance now made againſt the King. 


@ cauſe they gather Rirength from the name and authority. of ('thar, 
which as it is of high efleeme with all, fo ſhould ir be a remedy to all 
theſe ourdiflempers) a Parliament - and from the pretended defence 
of thoſe things that are moſt deare unto us, Religion, Liberties, Laws. 
Whereupon ſo many good people, that have come to a lene of Reli- 
gion and godlin le, are miſerably carried away by a range implicite faith. to be- 
leeve, that whatſoever is ſaid or done 1n the name of a Parliamenr,and in the preten- 
ded defence of Religion, Libertics, Lawes, to be infallibly true, and alcogerher juſt. 

Bur he that will conſider,men are men, and. would ſeeke a {urer —_ his con= 
ſciencechen the Traditions or Ordinances of men taken hand over head, ſhall upon 


' reaſonable examination find upon what plauſible but. groundleſſe principles; upon 


what faire butdeceiving pretences, upon what grievous but cauſcleſſe imputations 
laid upon Majeftie it ſelf, a .poore people are drawn into Arins againſt the duty and 
allegiance they ovv to their Prince by the Laws of God and man. For dire&ting the 
Conſcience in ſuch an examinatica this enſuing Diſcourſe 15 framed as brieſly- and 


_Plainly as the matter will permir. 


S£C Tv: 


FD Onfcience in reſolving upon a queſtion, firſt. layes down the Propoſition or 


AL Principle or Ground on. which it goes; then it aſſumes or applyes to the preſent 


. caſe; then it. concludes and refolyes : as in this -queltion, afhrmarively for Re:.- 


tance, thus,Subjetts.in ſuch a caſe may arm and refiſt ; But that caſe is now come: 


. Therefore now they may and doe ultly rehilt. 


Or negatively againſt Refitance, either by denying the Principle : SubjeRts ma 
not in ſucha caſe arm and rehift ; therefore now they doe not juſtly reſiſt. Or byad- 
mitting the Principle and denying the Caſe; Subjehs in tuch a yay may armand:re- 
ft. But thatcaſe is not now. Therefore now they do not julily arm and refiſt, + 

What it is that Conſcience is here to admit or deny, and how it ought to +con- 
clude and reſolve, this enſuing Treatiſe will difcover : which that ir may more 
clearely appeare, we will premite, 

Firſt, char in the Propoſition or Principk by the word Re/iſtance is meant,not a 
denying of obedience to the Princes command, but a rifing in arms, a forcible refi- 
ance; thisthoygh clear enough in the. queſtion, yer-I thought firto infinuate, to take 


off that falſe imputation laid upen the Divines of this Kingdom, &upon all thoſethat 


appear for the King in this cauſe, that they endeavoured to defend an abſolute power 
in him,and to raiſe him to an Arbitraryway of government; This we are as much a 
agnflon his part, as again! Reſiſtance on the ſubjects part, For we may 8 ought to 


deny 


\ dAmentable are the diſtrations of this. Kingdome,and the more, be- 


Thereſolving of Conſcuence,&e. 


deny obedience to ſuch commands ofthe Prince,as are unlawKull by the law' of 


God,yea, by theeftabliſhed Laws ofthe Land : For in theſe. we have his will 


{ and conſent given upon goot! advice, and'ro obey him againſt the Laws,. were 
ro obey himagainft himſelte,his fudden will againft his deliberace will;bur a far - 


other macter ic is to refilt by power'of arms, as'is:1n the queſtion implycd, and 
as ve ſee at this day to our aſtoniſhment, firſt the power of arms taken from the 
Prince by ting up the Ailiria, then that power uſed againlt him by an army 


I inthe field. 


Secondly,we muſt confider,char they which plead for Reſfittance in fach a caſe 


J 25is ſuppoſed do grant it muſt be concluded upan, Omnibus ordinibus regnt con- 


ſentientib14 that is, with the generall and unznimous conſent of the Members of 
the two Houtes the repreſentative body of the whole Kingdom : alſo they yeeid. 
it muſt be onely Legitimadefenſio, a mecr defenfive: reliance ; and. this alſo 
Conſcience mult rake notice of: - : | 


Thirdly,it is confiderable that in the ſuppoſition or caſe it olilwikh granted. 


| by them,thar the Prince muſt firſt be lo and fo difpoled,an4 bent to 'overthrovp. 


Religion Liberties Laws,and will not diſcharge his truti for the maintaining of 
chem, before ſich a Refiflance can be pretended to. And althovgh the queltion is, 


, and muſt be ſo put now.as that it feems to. ſtreighten the Caſgand make it de= 
pend upon the ſuppoſall of rhe people;yet it ſomuch the moce enlarges thefalſ- + 


hood of the Principle, tor it plainly ſpeaks thus; If fubjeRs beleeve or verily ſup- 
poſe their Prince will change Religion they may riſe in arms; whereas all that 
have pleaded for Reliftance in caſeof Religian. did ſuppole another Religion 


| enjoyned upon the ſubject firft. We-will therefore endeavo;rr.to cleare. all for 


the refolving of Conſcience 1n theſe three generalls : - B(K198 

T. Thatno Conſcince upon ſuch a caſe as is ſuppolcdcan find. clear ground 
to reft npon for ſuch reſiſtance as-is pretended to, but according to the rules of 
Conſcience, What 2s not of faith is (iniand, In denbrfull things the ſafer way is to 
be choſen; Conſcience it witl find cauſe to forbeare and to ſuffer, rather then re- 
fit; dowbrfwll, ſay,nor that a Conſciencerruly informed will nor clearly ſee the 
unlawfulneſſe ofthis Refiftance. but becauſe no conſcience can becruly perſwa- 
ded- of tlie -lawtulneſſe of tt, and fo that Conſrence that refolves for it, mult 
needs run doubringly or blindly upon the-worke. | 

II. :That che refiftance now uſed and made againſt the Prince is not ſuch as 
they peetend toxcither for that generall and unanimous conſent thar ſhould. pre- 
cede it,or that defenſive way. that ſhould accompany it,according to their owne 
orants that plead for it,and therefore Conſcience cannor admit ſuch a. refiſtance 
4aSis made now adayes. | 
THI. Tf Conſcience could be perſwaded;that it is lawfull in ſuch a caſe to reſiſt, 
and that this. riſing in arms is ſuch a gefiſtance as they ſay may. in ſuch a caſe 
be pretended to, yet can it neyer (ifitbe-willing to }kno any thing)bexrul 
per- 
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2:7 | - The refohoing of (onſetente;&'c. 
20 perſwaded'that ſuch a cafeis now comme, rhatis, Thatthe King refuſes to diſs 
#- i charge hisruft, is betw to overthrow Religion, &c. and:therefore Canſience 
'f canner but-reſolye, this Oppoſition and' ReſtFance to beunlawhull, unwarran= 
table, and' (according to the Apoſtle) dammable ; and that:people, running 
into arms without ſufficient warrant, commit murder if they ſhed bloud in 
the purſuit of this Reſiftance, nc po their own finne, if dic in the cauſe, 
| . C4#.24. 
| Few then, that the Principle is untrue upon which they go that refiſt, and 
L that Conſcience carinot find are or to reſt upon for making reſi- 
Rom 13 » ſtance: for it heares the Apolile exprefiely ſay, Fhoſocver reſiſts hull receive to 
theraſelves danmation - and it cannot find any limitation-wn Scripture that will * 
excuſe the Reſiſtance of theſe dayes. }. *"'Y 
Theexception or limitation thar is made.is taken from the Perſons reſiſting, 
and the Cauſes of refiſtance,thus, They that are private perſons and doe rect 
upon afiy cauſe receive damnation;but the States or repreſentative body of the 
whole people may reſiſt upon ſuch or ſuch cauſes. But how: will this Gtisfie 
Conſcience, when every diſtintion or limitation made upon -any place of 
Scripture; muft have its ground in Scripture ; this ha's onely ſome examples in 
Scripture that come not home tothe cauſe. and ſome appearances of Reaſon ; 
which are eafily refuted by clearer Scripture and Reaſon. | 
The examples alleadged are, I. The peoples reſcuing of Jonathan out of the 
hands'of Saw. 4nſw. Here the people drew aot into arms of themſelves. but be» | 
ing there at Saws command, did bya loving violence and importunitic han | 
der the execution of a particular and paſſionate unlawfull command. | 
Il. Davids refiſting of Sa#l. Anfw.r. Davids guard that hee had abour 
kim was onely to {ecurehis perſon againſt the cur-throats 'of Sal, if ſent to , 
take away his life.2.Tt was a meer defence without all violence offered to Sar!; j 
therefore he ſtill gave place as $4u/purſuedand did no at of hoſtility ro him | 
oratiy of his Army when they were in his power, 1S2..26. :Butthirdly, be- | 
caii{ehey gather our of the x $a%.23x72.that David would bave defended | 
Keilid xgatnR Sant, if the Inhabicancs'would have been fairhfilll rohim.. Wee | 
ſry that's onely an-uincertain ſuppoficioninor fitto ground :Conſcience in this | 
' great point of reſiſtance ; alſotothisandall other iDavids demeanours; in his 
Fanding'our againſt Saul, we fay his example was extraordinary ; for he was © #-- 
anoimedand deſigned by the Lord to ſucceed Sd, and therefore he :might ule | 
an extraordinary way of ſafeguarding his perſon. 
Theſe are the chiefe examples. They make uſe alſo:of the /high Prieſts .refi- | 
2 Cliro.26 ſing the King in the tremple,and Eliſha's ſhutting the doore againſt the. Ki 
A Meſſeriger that came to take away! his head ;\and thelike;- which {peake not 
fo muct'as the two former, tiaving noappearance ofſuch2refiftance as is :3im- | 
-plyed in the qtieltion, - 'Burtiyweecanſwer, :2-That of: the bigh Priclt..is | 
| more 
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|  Thereſolving of Conſcience, ec. 

morepertinettly applyed co the Popes power of excommunicating and depo. 

ſing Kings , then co this power, of rehiſting now uſed ; but truly ro neither, 
For hedid ne more then'whar every'MiniRter may and ought to doe if a King 
Hould artempr the adminiſtration of che Sacramene; that is, to reproye him, 
to keep the Elements fromhime AmbroſeBiſhop of Milain withſtood the Em- 
perour atthe entrance of Gods houſe, noe by Excommunication, tauch lefſe 
by forceof arms, but by letting him underfland hee was not fit for thar place, 
thee ro be made partaker of che holy things, till'he bad repented of that outrage 
«nd blooiſhedat Theffalonica, VponwhichtheEmpe rour withdrew: + + 


The Prieſts here arc ſaid to thruſt him outot the Yemple ; burwemuſt note | 


Gods hand was firſt upon him ſmiting him-withleprofie, and by that diſchar- 
ging him of che Kingdome alſo, Ir 1 added in the text, yea himſelf alſo haſted 
£0 goe ot, Bur: enoughrof this, god 3en fo! | bY. 
. 3+ Eliſha's exampleſpeaks very liccle,Butlet us thence eake occaſion to ſay; 
That Petſonall defence is lawfull againſt theſudden and illegall affaulrs of ſuch 
Meſſengers; yea,of the Prince himfſelfthus far,to ward his blowes,to hold his 
hands, and the like: norroendanger his perſon, not to returnablows, ao; for 
though it: benaturall to defend a mans ſelf, yet the whole Common-wealth is 
concernedin his perſonas weſee inthe Common-wealth ef the creatures, one 
particular nature will defend irſelf againſt anocher,bur yeeld ro the univerſall, 
If this bedrawn from perſonal defence to the publick refitancenow uſed,as 


uſually they makethe _ thus; Itthe body nacturall, chen the body po- 


licick may defend it (elf, if a private perſon much morethe whole State may z 
and they doe but ſhure the way up againſt the King that-comes to deſtroy his 
Parliament, and rake away their heads, - - +: Fees $Eact 
Weanſwer : As thenaturallbodydefends it {elf againft an outward force, 
but ftrives not by aſchiſmeor contention withia it ſelt;fo may the body politick 
againſt an outward power,but not as now by one pert of it ſec 2gainſt the Head 
and another part ofche ſame body;for that tends to-the difſoluticn of the whole, 
Again ; Perionalldefcnce may be without all. offence,and decsnor ſtrike ar the: 
order and power that is-over us, as generall rcfiftance by Armes doth , which - 
cannor be without many unjuſt violences and-does immediately ftrike at that- 
order whichis thelife ofa Commonwealth, And this makes a large difference 


* *ewixt Eiſpa's ſhutting the doore againſt this meſſenger, and their ſhutting up 


the-way againſt the King by armed men; nor: can they conclude uponſuch an, 
intention in the Kings heart without the Spirir of £/;/54. He profefſeth hecin- 
rends no y:olence to his Parliament,nor ha's he taken away the head of any of 
theirs that have fallen into his power, nor does deſire any otherſpuniſhment 


inflicted upon agy thar do oppoſe him , then what a Legalltryall ſhall adindge 


F 


them to, which no good Subic@tought rodecline. 
' Now let us ſee how Scripture excludes this and all other exceptions, giving 

no allowance to reſiflance, in regard of Perſons or Cauſes, or other pretences, 

, and this notonely by examples, buc By precept, concluſions, Reſolutions, 
 .. which aremorelafe. __ h 


Firſt, 


. 't 
LE 
4 4 ;* 
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To EEG 
Firſt, we have the two hundred and fifty Princea of the Congregation , ge=- | 


cheoing the people againli A/o/eonnd Gree, Naw 16.3.0 periſhing in their 
fin1f it be replyed,the pecans indeed very publick, buechere was ne cauſe far 
3 ;. Maſogand 4arev did not deferve it. Eanſwer, bur the atber ſuppaſed they 


did, and that is now enough, it ſeems , to make people not onely {ay to their _ | 


Prince, Tom take too much wpon you,bur therefore toriteinarmes alſo, which 

F hope will appeareto be without cauſe too in the-end-of chis Treatifs, 
Secondly ,fec far the cauſe of Refiftarice, x Sow. $.11.there the people-are [ee 

ro underfland how they ſhould be oppreficed under Kings, yer a that yiolonee 


and iniuſtice that ſhould be done unto them is no iuft.cauſoof refiftance, for. 


they have no remedy left thema but crying tothe Lord, verſo 18. 


Fhicdly, we have not anely example, but reſolution and concluſian out of 


Scripture. The people might not be gathered cagether either for Givill aflerae 
blies , or for ware, but by his command thar had the power of the Trwvpet , 
that is, the ſupreme as Moſes was, N umbex9, {4 550 

Alſo when David had Sax! and his army in his power, he reſolves the mat- 
ter thus, ho can flreich ont his hand againſf the Lords anointed avdbe guiltleſſe, 
x $499.26.9.[freplyed,now they intend not hurt tothe Kings perfor; yet might 
pot they as well haye hurt his pexſon inthe day of -battell, as 2ny of chem thac 
weroſwept away from about him by the furic of the Ordnance, which puts no 
difference *cvixt King and- common fouldiers ?. 

-Thisalfo I muſt obſerve concerning this paist of refiflanee,, our afthe Old 


Teſtament (for from thence have they allthoir ſceming inſtances.) Thar it is 2 - 


maryolious thing, that amang ſo many Prophets reprehending #ho Kings of 


Ifrael and Iudab for idolatry, cruelty, opf r: ſon, noneſhouk} call upon the.- 


Eldcrs of che people for this duty of Refiſtance, _ 

Bur latily,that place of the Apoſtle, Rom. 13 arfirft mentioned does abeveall 
givous ackar refolution upon the poinr,:vch now I ſhaltree from all exceptions, 
* Firſt, 3 may ſuppoſe, tharthe King is the Supreme, as S. Perer calls him; or 
the higher pwer , as ©, Pant here,though it be by ſome-now put to the queſtion, 
as oneablurci'y commonly begets another to.defend it; bur I prove it,S,Peters 
diftinAion comp:echends all chat are.in authority, The King as ſupreme, and 
2boſe that «reſent byhim, 3.Pet.312 in which latter rank are the two Houſes 
of Parliamens, being ſent by him , or.ſent for by him, and by his Writ fitting 
there, Ao by the Oathot Supremacy itis acknowledged, That there is no 
powes adove him without oswitbin this Reakn; and that he is in all Cauſes and 
overall pzrfons fupreme Alſo acknowledged by the Petitions of the two houſes 
adgreſfedunto his Majeſty , wherein they. ſtyle themſelves Hs /oyalt Subjetts 

Byt mough of this, | | 
Se-ondly, inthe textof che Apotle, all perfons under the higher power are 
exptefcly forbidden torefift, For whoſoever, in the ſecond yerie,, mutt beas. 
large as the every ſoul in the firſt, and the refiflance forbidden here concerns all 
upon- whom the ſubice is inioyned ghere,, or cle we could not make thefe 
| ite "Yo 0 v9 "77: 216 Wilipdnihlils 


__ . The reſolvingof Conſcrente, tc; 4 ml 
bo mos ms good againſt the Papiſts, exempting the Pope and Clergy from the 
abyection, 3x - 

Thirdly, is thoſe dayesthere was 2 fiending and continuall great Senate , 
which nor ſong before had the ſupreme power in the Romane Stare, ond might 
challenge mote by the Fundsmentalls of char Scate , then 0ur great Councell 
( I think) will, or can. Burnow che Emperoar being Supreme , 8, Perer calls 
him ; of the higher power, as $, Pan! here, there is no power of refiftance left 
ro avy thatare undet him, by the Apoſtle, This for the Perſons chat ſhould re- 
fiſt; all ateforbidden. Now confiderthe Cauſe, p 

Fourthly, was there eyet more cauſe of 1eGRance then in thoſe Jayes 3 were 


not the Kings then not onely Toncrived ro beenclined ſo and fo, but cyen aRu- 


ally were enemies to Religion, had overthrown Lawes ahd Liberties? and 
therfote if any ſhould from the Apoſtles reaſons that he gives againſt refiftance 
in the 3,4,5, Yetlcs, (For Re/crs are not aterromr to good works but evill, and 
he i: the mimſter of Godlto thee for good) reply , That Rulers ſo long as they are 
tot atetrour tothe good, but miniſter for our Food, arenot to be reſfifted 2 the 
conſideration of thoſe times leaves ao place for ſuch exception, becauſethe 
Powers then (which the Apoſtle forbids to reſiſt ) were adi fo, but ſub- 
yerters of that which wis good and juſt, | 

Vf it be replyed, That prohibition was temporary and fit for thoſe times, as it 
is ſaid by ſome, I anſwer, t, This isa tew exception neyer heard of ( I think ) 
but in theſe times, 2.1t js | pare—eroma againſt the Texr, for the reaſons of the 
prohibirion in the 3,4,5,8, verſes, are perperuall, from that order,that good,for 
whichthe powers are ordained of God, which will be of force as long as there 
is government, and will alwayes be reaſons againſt reſiftance ; becauſe reſi. 
ance {though it be made againſt abuſed powers as then they were) doth tend 
to the diffolution of that exder, for which the power it ſelf is ſer up of God. By 
which alſo that other diſtinQion of theirs is made yoid, when as they reply, as 
they think, acutely, That they refift nor the power, but the abuſe of the power, 

It is alſo aovſwered by ſome, thar the Emperors then were abſolure Monarchs 
and therefore not to be refiſted, I anſwer: They did indeed rule abſolutely and 
arbitrarily, which ſhould 1g, ang the principles of theſe dayes,becth 
a ſtronger motive to reſiſt, Bur how did they make themſelves of Subjes ſuch 
abſolute Monarchs, was it not by force and change of the government, and was 
not the right of rhe people & Senate (according to thePrinciples of theſe daies) 
good againſt them with as much or morereafon , then the right ofthe people 
ofchis Land is 9 gainſt the ſuccefſion of this Crown deſcending by three Con. 
queſts? And this ſpeak notto win an Arbicrary power or ſuch as Conque- 
roursulſe, uuto this Crown, bur wy ro ſhewthat Refiſflance can be no more 


made Ipainſi the Xs of England, than it could againſtthoſe Emperours, 


Nay, Oe realon againſt rhemythen thele, - 


Lefty, it is replyed » That Chriſtian Religion was then enzRed 2gainſt by 
Lay; but the Religion contended for is A by Lay. I anſwer : _—_ 
3 - 
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13 | eſolving of Conſcience, &c, | 
the Religion eftabliſ nicd i@ any thatnow fight for it? Shallthe Apoſtles 
prohibicion be good againſtChiſtians in the behalfe of aQtuall Tyrants perſe- 
euting that Religion , and not againſt SubicRs freely enjoying the Religion 
eftabl;ſhed ? Or way ProteſtantsupenTicaloufic reſiſt a Proteſtant King pro- 
feſſing the ſame Religion, and promiling ro conſerye it entire to them? 

2. Theprohibition dces not only concern Chriſtians, but all the people under 
thoſe Emperours ,and not ovly Religion was perſecuted, but liberties alſo left , 
the peeple and Senate were enſlaved by Edits and I awes then inforced upon 
them,& they (according to the principles of theſe dayes) might refift, notwith= 
Ranging theApoliles prohibicion,& the Laws then forced upon them; or elſcthe - 
State,as they uſually ſay,had.not means to provide for its ſafety;Thusone ny 
ke of theirs thwarrs another, becauſe both are groundle(s, But moreanon ofthoſe 
means of ſafty they ſuppoſeto be in eyery State,by the power of Reſiftance. 

Hitherto of Scripture, which is moſt powerful againſt Reſiſtance, in the pro- 
hibi, ion & the reaſons of it, by which Conſcience will clearly ſec,it can haveno 
warraut from Scripture for Refiſtance, Now let us try what Reaſoncan enforce, 

| SECT. T1 | 

Or proving this Power of rcfiſtance, there is much ſpeech uſed about the 

Fundamentals of this government , which becauſe they lic low and unſcen 
by yuJgar eyes, being not wricten Lawes, the people arecafily made to believe 
they are fuch as thzy (that hayepower to bu ld new Laws upon then) ſay they 
are, An} indeed none ſo fittoiudgeof themas they ; Yet this we know , and 
eyery one that ca uſc his reaſon knows, that the FuncamencallsmuR needs be 
| ſuch as will beartheſetrled governmentof this Land ,. ſuch as 21C no! Contra. 
diRory co the written cftabliſhed Laws: but both the government we ſeeuſed 
in this Land, andthe written Laws which wereade, muſt have a corre pons 
dency and analogie of reaſonto theſe,Fundamentalis, and they:ts thele, 

Wellchen, they that plead for power of 1efiftancein the peopleglay the firft 
ground work of their Fundamentals cbus ; Power is originaily inang from the 

'e, and if when by clection they heye intruſted a Prince with the power , 
a willnot diſcharge his truſt, then itfalls to the people ; or, as jn this King- 
dom, tothe two houſes cf Parliament (che repreſentative body of the people) 
zo fee toit;they may teafſumethe power, - 

'This isthe bottom of their Fundamentals as they are now diſcoyered to 
the people, Bur here wemay rake notice by che way, thathowever the Funda- 
menta'scF this Goyernment are mach talked of, this is according to them the 
Fundamentall in all Kingdomes and Governments; for they ſay power was 
evcry where from the peopleatfirſt, and ſo this will ſerve no nioce for the 

ower otrefiltance in England, then in France, or Turkey: but if this miult be a 
Fam cucalt it i${uch an oneag upon irthis Goyernmentcannortbe buil c, but 
Confufionand Anarchy may readily be raiſed; as ſhall appear by the elcaring 
af theſe two particulars, Wherherthe power be fo originally and cheifly from 
rhe peopleas they would hayc it; then, Whether they may upon ſuch cauſes re. 
alume that power,  _ he ioo Bs a, A 


, | The reſofvinfof Conſtience, Fc. 23 
Firſt,of the originall of power, whichthey wilt have ſofrom the peoplezthar 
it ſhall be from God only by a kind of pertfiiſfive:approbation, as we may ſee 
by che Obſervator, and all other that plead-for this-power of reſiſtance, i'Woe 
muſt here diſtinguiſh what the writers of:theorther fide feeme to confound, te 
wit,the Power itſclfe, (which is a ſufficiency of autherity for commatid and co. 
ercion in the governing of apeople) from the defigning of the Perſonto beare 
that power,and the qualzfication of that power according to the divers wayes 
of executing it in ſeverall forms of government; and:then we grant thatthe de. 
figning of the perſon is ſometimes from the people by choice; and that the 
power of the Prince receiving qualification.by joint cotiſent of bimlſelfe arid 
che peop'e, is limited by the laws made with ſuch conſent ;. but the power it 
felf is of Godoriginally-and chiefly, which we prove by Scripture and Reaſon, 
Firf, by ſuch places of Scripcure as plainly thew an ordaining and appoin- 
ting, rather than a permiſſion orapprobation:;. DONEMSTSTT 
z. The Apofile ſpeaks itexpreſly, Thepowers are of Ged,Rom:-13.r.andrhe 
ordinance of God, v.3.SePetcr indeed faith, every ordinance of man, 1 Epiſt.2. 
but of #san: there, and of God here is much differing zthere it is «1 Spwnirp ot man, 
[ubjettive,that is,every ordinance or power ſet up amongſt men; bur hereir is 
&20 Bg0d, of God ,cau/a/iter,thatis,from him, his ordinance; and if in that dy» 
Spwxy there beimflycd anycreation or cauſal ity., -ar inyention'of mah, itre. 
ſpeRs che qualification of the power according to the forms of ſeyerall govern 
ments and offices in them, which are from the invention ofiman; it does nor 
make the power it ſelfe the creation-of man, whichis the confiturionand or 
dinanceof God z and menare-not only naturally bent ta ſociety, bur alſoare 
bouna,as they arerealonablecceatures, toſer Up and live under government, 4g 
under anorder of that providence by w hich the world is governed, 
2.Heis called the mimiſter ofGod,y.g. but it ſo fromthe people and no other- 
wiſe from Ged.thenzhey would have him, he ſhould be :inifter pops/s rather; 
he is indeedrheir mifnifter for their good, which makes the peopleto be the end 
of this gavetning power,nat the founcainand'originall of it : thereforethe ne- 
ceſſity of ſubjeCtion urged in v. 5. ha's a double ground tbe ordinance of God, 
wholeminifiers Rulers are,there's the fountain and originall of power to go- 
vern; then the peoples good,upon which Rulers ought co attend, that is anend 


of the goyerning Power. 


. Tothe ſame purpaſe {pezk thoſe. other places, by me Kings:rei Ko and, 


Ihaveſaid, yeare Gods,Pla $2.inrelation to which our Sayjour faith, Toh. xo, 
they are called Gods to whom theword of God came, that dixi, that word is the 
command,theifluing out as it were the commiſſion for the ſettingup ofa goe 
yerningpower among the people, + el 
 Thefeplaces cannot be ſatisfied with that poor part, they on the'other fide 
kaveto God in theſctting up of power for the governing of men, that is,to ape. 
prove it when the people haye created or jnyented it; Indeed if weconfider the 
qualification ofchis governing power, and the manner of cxccuting ir acz 
boworryg 0: Bs "I 


os 
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-cording tothe ſeverall formes of government, we granted it before to be the : 
_ -Idyentionof man, and when ſuch-a-qualification or forme i3 orderly agtred 


wþwon, weſay ithath Gods permifſiveapprobmion, - 


#7, Anththereforethe jnipuracion is cauftefie which the Pleadert on the ether | 
Hdedoe heedlefiely and ignorantly lay iipon us Divines, as if weetryed up | 
Monarchy, and chat only goyernment to. be gore Avine, For although Mo. | 
narchy has this excellency, that: the Governmene God tet up over his people ! 
mche perſon of Moſes; the..Ludges, ned-rhe Kings, was Monarchicall.; yore * 
we covfefſethar neither that; nor Arifiberacy, or any other fortae is jure -| 
ab09433 bur we ſay rhepower iclclt, orthar ſufficiency of Authoricy to go- | 
vem, which is in.Montarchy or Ariftocracie, abſtractly conſicered rem the | 
.qualifications ofeicher form, isun effhix or cotyſtiration ſubordinate to thar ? 
provive:ice, an ordinance of that Dvixe, that Glenc 304 by which che world | 


was at firſt made,and is ſtill governed under God, 


- " Srcontily;avthi appraresby the former places of Sctipeure, fo is it alſo ſuita- ] 
ble to Reaſon: Becauſe God dorh goyernall creatures , Reaſonable as well as | 


Vnreaſonable; the infaiour or lower world kegoyerns by the heayens or fu- 


pcridur bodics;accotdinges thoſe influences and powers he has pur intothem ; | 
«2d the reaſonable creatures, Men, he governs tooby others ſet up in his flea 


over them i for which they.are called Gods, becauſe in his Readover the peo- 


ple: and the powervateſaid to be vai ©40d ray dues, Rom. I 3. 1. notonely yy | 
Ord from God, bur alſo as ordets ranked under him too, ſabordinatetorhat | 


providenceby which all creatures are governed. - 
Theſe his Miniſters he ſometimes defigned immediately by himſelf, as Mo. 


Fes, the Tudges, Saul, Dayid, &&, Now he defignes his Vicegerencs on earch 


mcdiately as by ele&ion of theptople, by ſucceſſion or inheritanee, by con+ 
queſt, &c, To conelude, The power it ſeife of goyernment is of Ged, how- 
ever the perſon be defigned, or that power qualified according to the ſeveral! 
formes of government by thoſe Lawes that are eftabliſhed, or thoſe grants 
that are procured for the peoples ſecutriry, Thus muck of the originall of 
Power. 
SECT, 111. 

Ow we Tome to the Forfeicure, «s I may callic, ofthis power. If :he 
Prince,fay they, will nor diſcharge his truſt, then it falls to the people or 


the two Houſes (therepriehtative =_ ofthe people)to ſeetoit, and to reaſ.. 


ſarnethat power, ahd chereby to reſiſt, This they conceive co foYow upon the 
derivation of power from the people by vertue of cle&:on, and upon the ftipnla. 
rom or cevenant of the Prince with the people,as alſo ro be neceffary in regard 
of thoſe meanes of ſafety, which every Sate ſhould have within it{&f. We will 
examinethem inorder,and ſhall find the arguroents inconfequene, | 
Concerning the derivyarionofpower, weanſwery Firft,if it be tror from the 
people, as they will haye ir,and #$ beforeit was cleared, then canthere beno re= 
affuning ofthis power by the people ; thats plaine by theirown argument, 
Sccoudly, 


. 
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* - Secondly, if the people ſhould give the power fo abſolutely 25 they woul] 
J have it, leaving nothing to Godin it bur approbarion, yuambeeny rb. 
in  IY 


% 
* 
” 
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fore bayeright co take that power away, Foe many things which are alrope. 
ther in qur diſpoſing before we part with them; are notafreeward in our po 
to recall; eſpecially fuch- in which thete redounds ro God an intereft bythe ths. 
nation,as in things deyoted, though afterward they come to be abuſed, So al. 
cheugh it were, as they would have it, tharthey give the power and God aps 
proves; yetbecauſethe Lords land alſo and hisoyle is upon the perſon ele&zdto 
the Crewn,& then heis the Lords anvinced, & the miniſter of God, thoſe hands 
of the people which were ufed inlifring him up to the Crown, may not again be. 


| lifced up againſt him, either to takethe Crown from his head, or the ſword out 
3 of his hand. This will not a crue-informed Conſcience dareto doe. 


Thirely,bow ſhall the Conſcience beſacisfied tharthis their argument,groun-. | 
de4 upon clkQionand the derivation of power fromthe people,can haveplacein 


JI this rr as. the Crown nor only'deſcends by inheritance; but alſo 


has ſo often been ſetled by Conqueſt 'in the lines of Saxons, Danes, an Nor. 
mans > In anſweringto this they look beyond all theſe, and' fsy,rhe righe is ſtill 
good to.the people by reaſou of heir firſt eleGion, I anſwer, Sothenthatficft 6. 
leftion muſt beluppoſed here, 8 ſuppoſed good againſt a other titles, or elſe this 
pawer ofrefiftanceialls co the ground, It isprobable indeed that Kings at firſt . 
were by choice here as olfyhere; but can Conſcience reſt upon ſuch remote pro= 
babilicies for refiftance, or think 'thar firſt eleRion will give it power againſt Prine 
cesthat do noc olaimby it. We tetlthom the Roman Emperours were not tobe 
rebfted ;Rom.1 3.2: they reply, as we had it above, that they were abſblute Mo. 
narchs. But how came they of fubieAs to be abfohue Monarchs? was itany o- 
therwife than by force and arms ? the way that the Saxons, Danes,and Normans - 
made themſelves maſters ofthis people, 8 way not therightofthepeople as good 
2gaintt them for the power of reſiſtance. by virtue of the firſt eletion, as well as 
of the people of chis Land,againft cheir Kings after many conqueſts >-This-I 
ipeak ,not as if che Kings of ehis Land might le as conquerors, God forbid But 
rothew this ſlender plea of the firſt elefion can no more take place againſt the 
Kings ofthis Lan«',than it could again tlie Roman Monarchs, eſpectally accor= 
ding to theirargumcnt,that bold all power originally from the people,& that(as + 
weabſerved above)to be the fundamentall of all government, Therfore whether 
Kings were in thts Land at fiſt by eleftionor no,weacknowledge what belongs - 
to the duty of a Pripce in doing taſtice and equity, Woac Grants alſo, Lawes, 
Priviledges have fincerhoſe.conquefts beene procuredor reſtored tothe people, 
unto all thofe the Xing is bound, . But yet nor bouad undet forfeiture of his - ' 
power tothe people, which now comes to'be examined in that capitulation or 
covenant he is ſaid ro enter with the:-people,.. 

In the next place therfore, Thar capitulatisn-or covenant, 2nd the oath which + 
the Princerakes to conficme what he.promſeth, are foalledged, as if the breach - 
or non-pexformance on tic Painces. partrwerea terteiture of his power, Bur we : 


16 , The reſolving of Conſcience, &c, \ 
anſwer, the words:c4pitiv/ation or covenant are now much uſed tomake men be. 
lieverhe Kings admitrance to the Crown is altogether conditionall, as inthe 
meerly cletive kingdoms of Polonia, Swedeland ,&c.whereas our King is King 
before be comes tothe Coronation, which is-ſooner or lacerat his plealure, but | 
alwajeso be induetimein regard ofthat ſecurity:bis people receive by his ta. 
kingrhe oath, and he again mutually from them, in which performance there is 
ſomething like a covenant, all butthe forfcicure, The King there promiſes and 
binds hjmfelt by oath xo. performances. Could they in this covenant ſhey ug | 
ſuch.an agreement berween;the King and his people, that in caſe he will not 
diſcharge his truſt, then icſhall be lawfull forthe States of the kingdome by 
armes to reſiſt, and providefor the ſafery chercof, it were ſomething. 

fir be ſaid, that ſo much js implied in the firſt eleRiong we anſwer, weexa. 
mined that ſlender plea of the firſt eleRion above, as ic was thought ro be a derie | 
yation of power.,Now as it is thougheto haye acovenant init, we ſzy,that uſtally- | 
in all Empires the higher we ariſc;the freer we find the Kings, & ſtilldownwards | 
| the peaple have gained upon them : For at firſt when people choſe theit Rulers, | 
1S$ ehey did asIuftine inthe begining ofhis hiſtory obſerves, reſign chemſelves to be 
oF governed by ſuch, of whole prudence -and moderation they kad experience, and | 
B then, arbitria Principum pro legibus erant, the will and diſcretion of the Prince 
} | was law unto the people ; but menwere men though in Gods place, and there... | 
4 fore for the refiraint of that power, with conſent of the Prince, ſuch Lawes 
have beeneftill procured by thepeople, as might make for their ſecurity. 

Now from apromiſethe king makes for doing iuftice(the duty ofeveryPrince) 

for the continuing thoſepriviledges, immunicies,that have been es orreſio. 
redtothepcople, and forthe obſerving of thoſe laws that haye been eſtabliſhed 
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4 with the Princes conſent, 8 from that oath (by which for the greater ſecurity of 
iF "of the people he binds himſelfto the performance of the premiſes) ro infer a greae 
Ft obligationlicth upon him, is right, but to gather thencea forfeicureof his power 
| upon the not performance, js a plain but dangerous'inconſequent argument, 


And thovghſuch argument may ſeem to have ſome forcein Srates meerly ele- 
Qiveend paQtionall, yercan it neycr be madeto appear to any indiffcrent under. 
Randing,that the likemuſt obtain inthis kingdom,And to this pirpoſe Phil, Pas 
reus excuſerh what his father had writtea more harſhly upon Rom, 13. in the 
point of reſiſtance, that it was to-be underliood of electiveand paRtionall go. 
vernment,notto the preiucice of England, or ſuch Monarchies, For where che 
King,as it is ſaid, ncvet dies, where he is King before oath or coronation, wheie 
he is not admitted upon any ſuch capitulation as gives any power to the people, 
or their repreſentative bocy, as 1s pretended ro; Nay, where that body Cannot 
nicer but by the will of the Prince, and is difſoluble ar his pleaſure; that rhere 

in ſuch a State, ſuch a power ſhoulg bee pretended co, anduled. againſt the? 
Prince, as at this day; and that;a«cordicg torthe Fundamentalls of ſuch a 
State, can never appeare reaſonable. to-apy mndifterent iudgement, much lefſe 
latizfic Conſeience inthe reſfiftince thacjs;now.-made by ſuch a pretended power, 
; | | What 
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the 4. anſwer more particularly. 


The reſolving of Conſcience, ec. © : 15 


What then ſkull we ſay? Is the King not bound to perform 3 Yes, by all wieans. 
Oc ha's henot a limited power according to the Laws? Yes, What thervifhewillt 
take to himſdlf more power, or not perform waat he is bound to *: Suppoſe that 
(though thanks beto God weare not come to that) then may the Subjects uſe 
all fur means asare fit to uſe, - cryes to God, Petitions to the Prince, denialls 
of obedience to his unlawtull commands, denyalls of ſubſidy, ayd, &c. - But are 
they Icft without all means to compell by force and refiftance ?*- This however it 
may at firſt fight. ſeem unreaſonable to the people, and very impolitick' to the 
Stateſinan, yet hx's Scripture forbidden it, as before was plainly ſhewed,' and ſo 
doth Reaſon too, as will appear in the eximination of their laft proof they make 
for reaſſuming this powet and refiſting, from that neceſſity of means of fafety; 
which every State is to have within it ſelf; QF which now. - 1. Qi. 


N the laſt place it is thus reaſoned, Were 1t not {o that the two Honfes might 
take aid ute this power, the Stateſhould not have means te providefor-1t's 


ewn ſafety, when theKing ſhall pleaſe to deſert His Parliament; deny His conſent - 


to their bills, abuſe His power; &c. So they.. | 

When right and juſt will not defend ta hing then Neceflity is uſually pleaded ; as 
if, becauſe Salxs popxliin a good ſenſe is Swprema 1x, every thing mult behonelt 
w = is Sparta Ytife, imagtned to conduce to the propoſed end. We anfwet 
therefore. | HL : wel 
© T, They have many weapons ſharpened for this reſiſtance at the Philiſtins forge 
arguments borrowed fr6m:theRoman'Schools, among them this1s one, the very 


reaſon thatis made for the Popes power of curbing or depofing Kings in caſe of 
- Hereſte. For if there benot that power in the Church, fay they, then in caſe the 


Civill Magiſtrate will not diſcharge his-truſft, the Church ha'S not means forthe 
maintenance of theCatholike farthant itsown ſafety, Wellas we repty-to-thent 
the Church'has means of preterving thefaith, ſuch'as God-has appointed, 'thounk 
not that of one viſible head, which though at firſt ſeems plauſible for preſerving the 
Vnity of faith, yet has experience ſhown it, to be tadeed the means to bring much 
miſchief upon theChnrch : Soto the other we fay, The State has means of: pre- 
ſrryation fuch as the Law has preſcribed; wr > 7irvc fuch as-are here pretendett 
to if this power of reſiſtance; whichthough* ſceethingly plauſible, yet true'reaſon - 
will conclude them dangerons, andat this day, God knows, weſce it. ' Of this 


© 2, Ifevery State has ſuch meansto providefor its faſcty, what means of fafety 
had the Chriſtian Religion mder'the Roman Emperonrs/ in and-after the Apoſtles 


times? Or the people then enſhaved, what tricans had they for ther Libertics 3 Had 


they this of reſfiftance? Terru/lian in hisApology fayes, the Chriftans had/num- 
'ber and force ſufficient to'withſtand,- but they had no warrant ; \and the Apoltle 
'expreſkly forbids them, andall other _ the higher powet;toTelilt, . 
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The reſolving of Conſcience, ec. 
IF -it be replyed, as it was avove touched, That things being ſo enactedbby- 
Law, -it wasnot lawtfull for them to reſiſt. .I-a:{W-r, But itis known that net 
ondy thoſe Edits which concerned Chriſtian Relig:on, but alſo all other that 


proceeded from thoſe Emperours and enſlaved the p:ople, were meerly arvitrary 


- andenforced upon th? Senate, .and that the Senate did. not diſcharge their truſt in 


conſenting to them, and therefore according to the former poſition the pcople 
might reſiſt, notwithſtanding the Apoſtles prohibition, or cl{z no means of ſ2{-ty. 
left in that State... » | | h 
So would it be in t!.is State, if at any time a King that would rulz arvitrarily,. 
as thoſe Emperours did, ſhuald by tome means or other work out of two Houlcs 
the better afteted ,, and ty the Conſent of the Maior part of them that remain, 
colmpaſſe ts defires ; , might the people then reſiſt ?- The Apoitte foroids it to thiam, 
as well as to the Romins 13 fucha caſe: if ſo, where are th:ſe means of ſatety by 
this Power of reſiſtance? Or are theſe means of fatety extintt 1= the Conſent of 
the Senate, or the two Houſes ?. No, the people will tal them they diſcharge nat 
their truſt, they choſe them not to betray, them, enſlave them ; but according to - 
the, principles: now taught tham, they. mizht, Jay hold upon this pewer of rv -' 
ſitance, for their repreſentative body claims It by them. ; 
Thirdly weanfwver, We cannot expett abſolute means of fafcty.and fecurity-in 
2.State,_but. ſuch as are reaſonatle; aid fuch are provided, ſpecially in the fans. + 
damentalts of this Government, by that excelent temper of. the three Eſtates in 
Parliament, there being a power of denying in each of them, and no power of. 
exdting 1 oneo- two of them without the third ; which as is as for the fecurity - 


| of the Commonwealth (tor what might -foHlow if the King and Lords' without | 


the Commons, or theſe and the Lords without the King, might determine, the . 


. evils of theſe dayes do hw) to 1s.this power of. denying, for the fecurity of each 


State againſt other, of the Commons againft. the Kipgand Lords, of the Lords 
againſt;them-:; and muft the King truſt. ancly, and nat be truſted ? . Muſt not he alſo 
have his ſecurity againlt tze acher, ,which.he cannot .have,but by Power of deny- - 
ing? This is:thit Temper of thethree Eſtates in Parliameat, the due ovſcrving 
Whereof, in the moderate uſe of this Power.of denying, is the reaſonatl- meaus 
of this States ſafety : But-now not-onely the name of. Parliament, which implyes 


the three Eſtates, is reſtrained-uſually,to the two Houſes, but alſo that Temper is 
«diffolvgd. ; I need not ſpeak. it, the diſtrations and. convulſions of the whole 


Commonwealth, as the. diſtempcrs i;1 a naturall bedy, do ſufficiently ſhew ſach 
a diſſolution, and what's the cauſe of it. . 


If it be replyed, as it is, for the reaſonablentfle of theſe means of fafety,through - 


that Power of reLltance and the finall truſt repaſed in the repreſentative body of 


the people, That many ſee more then oae, and more. ſafety in the indgement of 
may then cf one. Art, True. But 1: Conſcience-myght here demand for its 


-fatisfaction, VWhy ſhould an hundred in the Houſe of Commons ſee more then 
three hundred 5. or twenty inthe Lords Houſe, more then ſixty that are of difft- - 


reqt judgement and 1ithdraywn? 2, Reaſon 
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| The reſolving of Conſcience, c. F7 

2. Reaſon doth ſuppoſ;, That the Prince, - thoagh one, ſees with the eyes of 
many, yea with their eyes who are of different judgement from him, for which 
his Houſes of Parliament are his.great Councell to preſent to his eyes the differen- 


_ ces of things with the rcaſons of them-; and albeit he ſometimes difſents fromthe 


Maior or prevailing part, becaule he is convinced in his own 11Jgement they ſeck 
themſclves not his or the puvlike good,” or for other reaſons that may per{wade 
him agairſt their Vote, yet have all times thought good to have Kings, and taxc- 
duce the judgement of many unto one. The Government which God made choice 
of. toſet up among his peaple was Monarchicall {tiJI, firſt in 17oſ7s, then in the 
Judges, then in the Kings ; yea generally all Authors ye!ld, and experience. has 
raught it, That Monarchy is a better government then Ariſtocracy, becauſe the 
Tyranny and Miſcarriage of one, ſomctime happening 12a Monarch, is nothing 
ſo davgercus a3 Oligarchy, Faction, an4 Diviſion uſually incident to Ariftocragey 
or the Government ty many equals, . - Azatn, as all thmcs ave thought it reafon- 


'atle to have Monarcty, which ſettles the chicf-power and finall 1udgement in 


One; fo will there be alwayes ſufficient reaſon to withhold the King from a will 
full denyall of his Conſent to the tree and unanimous Vote of his Houſes : che can- 


not but ſee there will alwayes beſome _nece/ary good accrewing-to him by his 


Parliament, that will keep him 1a all reafon from doing ſo, and ng caſes can be 
put or inconveniences feared upon his power of denying, tut greater and more 
eminent will appear upon his not having it, as has been infinuated, and now de 
follow. | | 

' Fourthly therefore aad laſtly we anſwer. Such power of rcfiſtance would te 
no fit means of fafcty toa State, but prove a remedy worſe then the diſcaſe. This 
is very plain ty the drift of the Apoſtles reaſons which he gave againſt reſiſtance, 
in the 3, 4, 5,6, Verſe of the 13. tothe Romans, in which we may conſider, that, 
although the Powers then were altogether uniuſt, tyrannicall, fa>verters of- true 
Rdigiov, nothing anſweratle to the end for which the Governing power is or- 
dained, .yet & th the Apoſtle draw. his reaſons againſt.the reſting of them, ; from 
that good, that itſtice, that order t. r which God hath ſet up the higher powers ; 
to inſinuate, that the reſiſtiag of the higher powers, 'even- when they are fo, .does 
tend to the overthrow of that order which is the life cf a Commonwealth ; and 
this not onely tecauſe there is (till order under tyranny, but chiefly becauſe, if it 
were good anl lawfull' to reſiſt the power, when abuſed, it wauld open a, way to 
the people upoa th- like pretences to tefift and overthrow evan Powers duly ad- 
miniſtred fos the executing of wrath upoz them that do evill. 

I <nter this diſco;:rfe, not to calt the lat tlemiſh-upon Parliaments (which 
are an oncly remedy tor diftempers of the Kingdom): not tu refle&t upoiu the 11- 
tentions of thoſethatare yet refident in that high Court, {unto God, the judge of 
al, they ſtand or. fall) 'not toraile-iealouſies, bur to ſetale-Conſcionce, and in the 
way of reaſons ts ſhew according; to the Apoſtles reatons what dangers and 
evils may enſue upon this power of refiftance. A] | 
| ; C 2 For 
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LS. The reſolving of Cunoloney ec. 

For fitft of al, This power of reſiſtance, if admitted and purſued may proceed 
tx change-'of Government, the Principles thit now are gone upon, aid have 
_ cartied it fo farreas we fee at this day, niay alſolead it on to that greateſt of evils: 
bu” and T have heard and feen it defended by the example of the Low-conntreys ; how 

x they excuſe jt, throughly I examine not, but this I am ſure they can fay, That their 
b; ' Prince, ſucceeding in the right of the Duke of Burgwdy was admitted upon other 
conditions:then the Kings of Englandare : AI that a contrary Religion was er- 
forced upon them by a terrible Inquiſition, -whereas they that do reſiſt the higher 
Powers here, do frecly enioy their Religton, and have the Princes promiſe and 
Protdation for it. - | 
© -Secondly, "This power of reſiſtance when uſed, and purſaed, is accompanied 
+ withtheevilsof Civill warre j Former times fſhew it, and how little was gained 
_  byitbefide the expence of bloud ; as when all was referred to the rule and diſpo- 
ect the 22 Peers, how long laſted it ? what ſecurity had the State by it ? and at 
thisday wefcd and groan under the evils brought upon us through this power of 
reſiſtance, the Law ſthenced, the Property and Liberty of the Subie&tevery where 
-:nvaded: andthe Lord knows when or how weſhall be retored to them, or bet= 
. | ter ſecured in them by this way. Thirdly, We ſee the danger, if (as it is now faid, 
for the inſtifying of this power of teliltante 3: The King will not diſcharge His . 
truſt, and therefore it falls to the repreſentative body of the people to lee to it, fo) 
the People being difcontented, and having gotten power ſhall ſay, The Members 
of the two houſes do not diſcharge the truſt committed to them, they do not that 
for which they were choſen and ent for, then may the multitude by this rule and 
principle now taught them take thePower to themſclves;it being claimed by them, 
and ſay to thein 2s Numb: 16; Te t2k: roo much apon you, or, as Cadeand Tylar, 
boaſt themſcetves Reformers of the Commonwealth, overthrow Kinz and Parlia- 
ment, fill all with rapineand confuſion, draw all toa Folkmoot, and make every 
Shire a ſeveral Government. Th:ſe are Dangers and Evils not conceived inthe 
phanſie, - but ſuch as reaſon tals us may follow, and experience hath often,and this 
day tooth ſhew us, doariſe upon. this Power of reſiltance, and for the preventiog 
of which, the Apoftle-gave his reaſors againit reſiſting even of abuſed Powers, as 
weheard above. Laſtly therefore, Secing ſome mult be truſted in every State, *tis. 
reaſon the higheſt and finall truſt ſhoukd be ln the higher or ſupreme Power with 
whom next to himſelf God hath intruſted the whole Kingdom, all other that have 
| king's truſt, haviag it under him as fent by him 5 Good reaſon I fay that the 
upreme Power” (wht:his worth- 10000 of the Su:iefts). ſhould have the beſt ſe- . 
curity on its fide, for as much as Qrder, the life of a Commonwealth, is ſo-beſt 
preſervad, and not fo endangered by Tyranny as by factions, diviſion, tumults,, 
power of reſiſtance on the Subicds part, and this is according to the drift of - the 
Apoſtles reafors againft reſftance,. as before they were laid down. | | 
-. Wil now uato/all that-hath hitherto been faid. from” Scripture and Rea- 
to1 let Conſcience adde the Oath of Supremacy and Allegeance , atlo the tate 
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The reſolving. of Conſcience, &s. 
Proteſtaticn, anJ conſider whar duiy lyes upon every Sublet by the rmerto de. 
tend the Kings Perſon and right againfi-whar powes.ioever, and bow b yrhelaner 
he hach proccfiedand undercaken before Almighty Gods in-chefirſt Nom defend 
the fame; and chen what can Confcierice conclude-from the' Premiſes ?-char the 
Prince hath his power forthe good of his people ? True, but thac power cannot be 
prevalent for the good and proreRion of his people, unlefie ic be preſerved to him 
intice, unlcf{c he hath the power of Denial, andthechiafe command of: Arms;*or 
that the Prigec hath a limntred/ power, according ro theLaws cttablifhed 7 True; 
buc if Couſcicnce beperſwaded he docs ret hold himfalfe-within. thoſe bounds f& 
fixed, can it be perlwaded alo that the people may re-affume that power they never 
bad? or takethat ſword ou: «this hand that God harh pur into ir? No, Conſcience 


will look at that Power astke Qcdinance of God, and the abuſe of that Power as 


a judgment and fcourge of God npon the people, and will uſe not Arms torefſt 
the Qcaigance png; r prerence of refifting ſe, but cryes and prayers to Godz 
petitions to rhe Prince, denials of obedience ro his uniaft commands; denialis of 
Subſidies, ayds, and all tair means tharare fic for Subj=Rs to uſe;and when done all, 
x not ſucceed, will rather (affer than teſiſt : fo wovld a truly imfor med Conſcience 
reſ>lve, were the Prince indeed what he is foppolt to-bearddid heds indeed a 
che people are made to fearand believe he wil da.!''' © + 

Hickeroo wehave been in the examinationof the prinelpl c ple mpon which they _ 
that plead for.reſi{tance, and we have found borh'Scri —_—_— andReafon ſpeak plains 
ly azainſt the refiſting even of abuſed Powers, pro denemies to Reli 6X 
all fubverrers of the vroqh liberties , how. much more agamift the reliftipg of 4 
Prince rhat-protcficch the ſame Refigion which we fredy-enjoy, promiſeth' the 
mainraining of that and our libercies, only upon a ſuppol bewil boiftand bs 
his word, will overthrow al. | 

This however ix may ſeem If reaſonable to the Scatiſt i in rhe way c of of pollen per 
mirting as1rcle as he.cantothe googneffe of the Prince or PIs 
for the ſafety of the State ;. yer onght it ro frisfie a Chriftizry eirewnn £ooy 
ſcience, which when it comes to a dc fire of beibg! faſe, will not re tilll thaveh 
fure ground, which here ir hath againſt refiltance tid down. by Scripture: and 
Reaſon, even the Apoſtles reaſons fo powerfull agaihſt refxftance.”* | 
The ſumme of all js this, Conſcience hears che Apoſtle Kid eh wr. forbid all ure» 
der the higher power to reſt .findes. M0 ery Scriprurg ro litnit ft; Hides 
that the limications geven will =oE Gong WIEk wirh he realf of \therts Chir 
aredrawnfrom the Ele&ian.of 1 peop's, and Toy Covenant ſappeſec therein, - 
from theneceſſicy of means of fafery ip eyary State to ge ner) ee 7 te 
firongin theRomane State as apy,, nay, arefuppoſed by thoſe iboats —— 
þe the fundamencalls of cyery Joes OR raft pert is NA idffen as well te 
there inche Romane Scate, Thick: cleired reafotis. "Rl 
the power of refiftance cannor be ae means of ng los Parke at Order” arid 
power it ſelfe ,- though made againſt ryrannicall and abi ſed powers, - as b:fore 


ofcen infinuated, Therefore Conſcience will not dare to go againſt rhe Apoſtles 
C 3 exprelie 
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20 oY The-reſolving of Conſciente, &c. 
expreſſe prohibition, leſt it fall into the iudgemcnt denounced by him. 

- But-if there ſball be any: Conſcience asſtrongly carried away with the name 
of a Parliament, as the Papiſts are with the name of the Church, and thinking 
. Religion may be gdefinded any,way.,- and that upon ſappoſall that their Prince is 
minded to change it, (which is another humor of Popcry,) will not be perſywa- 
ged that the reſiſtance made upon the preſent ſuppoſall is unlawful! , againſt Gods 
word, and Reaſon: I am {ure fuch'a.Confcieace cannot be truly perſwadcd it is 
lawfull, but muſt wan tbat clear ground it ought to have , c{pecially in a matter 
ſo exprelly againſt the Apoſtle ; and of ſach high concerument as damnatiof : 
muſt _ run bliadly, and headlong ty .aTtranze implicit faith upon fogreat- 
' a hazard, 


SECT. Hs 


—_— we come to the application of their principle to the prdenit, where 
-we muſt cnquire according-to the ſecond and third Gencralls,” whether the 
reſiſtance now made be fach as is pretended to by them in ſuch a caſe as they ſup- 
poſed, and then wherher Conſcience can be truly pcrſwaded the King is ſuch, and 
ſo minded as in the caſe he is ſuppoſed to be. . ST A a 

\The chicf conſiderations: of thefts. two Generalls, are matters of fit : The 
principle was examined by, Scripture and Reaſon, theſe admit the indgment of 
{nſc, and are cleared by what-we hear and ſ-e : which inJomeat of fenfe is not 
ſo cafily captivated by anamplicit 'faith as that of rtcaſon is, infomuch as Con- 
ſcicuce-here cannot beſo blind<d but it may ſeey. that (were the principle good on 
which, they 'reſt, yer.) this reſiſtance- which they make, is not ſuch as m the 
eaſe they ſuppoſed him to be, not ſuch as vnght to be redflted according to their 
Own grants. OPS! 4 30 Ex 6 | 4 
+ - The fecond Generall was , That the Reſiſtance now made, is not ſuch as is prc- 
tended to by-them.that- plead for it, and therefore Conſcience car not te truly per- 
ſwadeg it; may lawfully bear part 19 it, er affift them that in the purſuit of it 
Ppretaiid one.thing and doanothtr, © abs 

Tt was premiſcd at the beginajng, that ſuch a'reſiftan&e ſhould be omni or di. 
bus regu conſcientibus , agreed upon and undertaken by the generall and vnani- 


MQUS C n{cnt;ol. .thc whole State, and that it {haull be only EL gitima'di/enſo, a 
mere debf ive tchſtance , and theſe layd. down, ' not thatT admit reſiſtatice how- 
ever conditioned Thc af ehas T havefaydbetare, doth altogether condemne it ) 
but according. to. thcir Qw 11, grants. that plead-for jt: To this purpoſe it is thit 


they.fa { the King is PVuiver(is manor , 1 1 c than the whale State, ad every Foy 
naturally defonds it £1. Therefore jf a, comrention bebetween' the- Head and the 


Body 5 mud 5p ll reaſon be the whale Bocythit iHRr agiiſt ir, "and if her 
be ſuck anapparinz azainft th&fuj reme Powe, Fkends to refiftance; the .cor- 
ſeut and 1udoment of the whole Kingdom muſt Fe againſt himy,7 orelfo everypre- 
valingfactioa might indaiiger the Stats; by cauſingfuvh chanzes andevils as now 

BY 1'rS 
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| Fhe reſolving 'sf* Conſcience, er. | 
1s threatacd with : "This is the rcaſon of this unreaſonable power of" reſiſtance 
uxthe people. | | 6. 


Wc then, how ſhill Conſcience be parſivadedthat this reſiſtance was + og 


upon ty an unanimous and free conſe:t of the"States afſemtled in the two Hou- 
(=, {uch as im this caſe may be called the tudement of . the whote Kingdum, 

He thatknoWs how "the Wilitiz {10 which this reſiſtance chiefly __ ) was 
brought in, with what oppoſition, ſpecially in the Lords Houſe, and; by what 
eumber thereat length yas voted; allo how. the likeproceedings- of reMaiice, 
thet haye been voted fince, are decfarcd againſt, by a greater number” of each 
Houſe than do remain in cither , ſuchas have been caft our, or withdrawn them- 
{ves upon diſlike of the proceedings : carr he, I fay;thit knows this (and who - 
knows 1t not, that hath eyes and ears?) be in Conſcicnce pcrſwaded, that this 16 
ſuch an'unammmousfree and genera]l conſent;theiudgment bf the wholekingdom® 

For though'a Vote paſſed ty a few upon the place ha's the power and condition 
of a Vote 'for the formality of Law , yet, if the queſtion be, Was this paſſed in? 
fall afſemat lies ? : Did thiy all unanimouſly. as one manconſent unto it >- Conſci- - 
ence carinot be-cony;aced there is fach <thcacie in the place, asto make a few, . 
the Whole,or their azreement to te that indgement of the, whole Kingdom, that 
unanimous confant ,* which mult bein the caſe of refiftanee, tytherr acknows- - 
Icdgment that plead for it. For were ir ih this cafe to beheld; for the Judvement 
of the whole , whichis paſl:d by a few, thn would the State be unreaſonably 
expoſcd to that dinger (above mentioned ) *which every, prevailing faction 
might 'krmg bpoa it” \wader the 'pretaree of the indgement .of 'the. whole 
ER, Heal; | Sew. a Kia |; : 

Azaiy, as Conſcience cannet be tralty perſwaded that this reſiſtance is agreed 
vpon with ſuc ha generall and inanimo tconfent, as they themf-lves pretend to... 
which plead for this reſiſtance, fo can it not truly be perfwaded that (this reſi- 
ſtance is ſach for the mere-defenſive way of it, as it ought to -be accordins to their 
grants and-precences.that appear for-1. 0 = POOR lt POD 7 

Conſcience here will ſee how to reſolve upon thetriall of theſe two particus 
lar, Whether the Ling or' _- be upon the defenfive part ? ther, Whether the 
managing of this war , or reſiſtance on ther parts,” be fo voyd of holtileaRs, as 
the detenfive-way, which they pretcad to, ought tobe? | | 

Conſcience wilkdifcern whether part is upon the defenſive, by tnquirine, Firſt 
Who were firſt ji Arms ?-'He'that'cari number the fireceſtion o | 
moneths'in his Ajmanack may decide this ; He ſha'l finde that armed-men were- 
thruſt into Hall, the Kings Arms {ized againft kiswill, the Militia fet up, and 
by that, the Kings Subiets.drawn into Arms, - before the Kimg had any -- 
thing to oppoſe” but Proclamations + That' ſubſcriptions for Plate; 'Money , - 
Horſe, Thar: lifting of Sbuldicrs for the ficld 5 and ' appointing -of 'Officers+ 
of the Armie : wete begun upon their: part, - before- His MA zST218 
did the. like. Now reſiſtance'doth in” the word - it felfe and in their 
- pretence , - preſuppoſe a + power: and '-Sorce-- firſt made. againſt reg 

; a : | | them; 
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weeks, and. ' © 
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chem, whereas it is plain, they were (ll upon the preventing and forchand wich 
the Kg Urwed bem cxample for whar he has done {ance ia the way of War : 
yer muſt thepeople believe he raiſes th: War,and rhkeyare upon defence ; bur con- 
cience willnotb: ſo forced. | 


.. Secondly, by enquiring whar is the caaſe of-the'e Arms ? What do they contend 


far? And rhoughit be clear, That it Subje&s be firli in Arms, they cannor be upoa 
the defeyſive, yer the conſideration of the-cauſewill more apparently convince it, 

hen Conſcience ſhall fee ic is noe for whar, is pretended, bur for lomerhiag. che 
King bas right co deny, rhac this reſiſtance 3 made, The prefervarion of Religion 
nd. Liberties is pretended, bur can it be for either ? The King Jenies them nor : 
Their Religion i 92 freely cn3 9; and was it ever known that Subiets ſhould rife 
in Arms againſt chetr Prince for aReligion which he promiſes ro maintain? Or does 
ligion Rand in need of adefence, which ir ſelf condemns,a detence which. would 


% 
. 


of Wart War raited on their part, the King is upon the defenfive, Or 
can” it be for ancient Rights and undoubted Priviledges that they contend 2? The 
ing denics them nog, promiſerh all ſecurity, ſo he may cngoy hisown ; and God 

| forbidchareither he or they thauld ſuffer in.heir jul Rights. But would any man 
. ever haye defendedche revolt of the ten Tribes, if Reboboam tad promilel ro cons 
ſcrvethcir Liberties?. What hall we then think of this generall:revole from Alle- 
giancethac has poſſcficd well-neer ren Tribes of rwelve? They ſuppoſe he will nor 
-make gobd his promiſes, and therefore they will make all fure , ſeize his Arms and 
.Forrs, ſtrip him of all, and it begia co ſtir for his own Righr and Dignity,chen the 
people mult bemade to believe hemakes War againſt his Parliament, incends ro de- 
{troy their Liberties. -. But can any man in Conſcience think his Maieſty fince the 
| beginningot this breach was cverin fach a condition of: ftrength as might threaten 
the Liberey-of the Subic&,or deſtroy Parliaments, whep.as it was long ere he could 

- withmuch ado axain to any reaſonable means. of ſabliltence ,,orco ſuch a ſtrength 

whercby he might ſeem robe ablero defend himlf,,, 

To ſpeak truth 5; Religion and Liberties. can-be no other then. the. pretences 
of this Warre, -the.-King-has fortified them fo-with many Ads of Grace paſicd 
this Parliament , thac they cannor-be-in that, danger: which -is; pretended. for 
the railing of this Warre. \. It- nuſt be ſomething that; his Maieſty. does indecd 
geny for which zheccontenrion is raiſed 3 That wethall-finde ro: be; his: power of 
Arms » and ordering the Afi/iziz of rhe Kingdom, his power of denying'in Par- 
liament, his:diſpoſing of che: Offices of Stare, and-fach like'; Alfo the Go- 
. vexnmedrt:of the;Church, apd-rheRevyenue. of -it.. In- the three: former he chal-" 
lenges. his Right, '23:þib; Predeceffors had-;. the-othes he 45 bound-by Oath ro 
maintain -as by Lew : they: gre! eſtabliſhed; Well; if rhe; be attempted, 
and His: MA1E 5 T-+ E wilk-not. 'b2 forced from -them 5+ cannot. .yeeld 
them vp ,: bur+'it comes: ro Azgns., then- will: Conſcience eafily ve con- 
.- vinced che King- is upon the defenſive, for the; maintainingof what he july 
£33V | $ 
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eqergeoall fapd4) to it ? I} therefore Religion be rh= prerence,, but no cauſe 
then is the W 
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: atone was the Crnotgras this Warre on- he ether. 
voidof atsof Heltility as defentive ve way Gould be be.y UE 


t0. Davids reſiſtance made againſt Saw! is frequently, ; | 
J xhich cxawplc, though it willnot.counten: aulc ewed - 
| before) yet rmiht it toll theater demgnour be an{werable.; E " 

fered no att of vidlence to Sew/, but fall gave. place, and ” = wb one” 
him: the Spear indeed and the Cruſe D4vzd. tgok away From the Kings 
head, bur it was caly toſhew eAbnersnegleR who had the Command of 
S$awls Wilitia, and to teſtifie his gwn.i mon integrity; therefore he reſtored. them 
before they were demanded, I aSam.26 

- Pray elem and his Craſs, his, Aominani his necel- 

Proviſions are taken away, Cr "NOGrR ored though often de- 
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| efthat which is jiſtundright between manand min, can beard partir 
' reſiſtance, for fear of that fentenec of damnation which the Apoltle ha's laid 
upon it. Sl: M13” 19:50 | 2 1:50 


= 2 pero ic will bealtogether void of 'Charitie: - 4 

_ Ind 

to render theirPrince odious to his people under the hatefull notions of Ty» | 
as one ſcdaced to ſich evill delignes, by wicked Counſel!. But. wha®? Hath 
 fefſe it hunſcelfF hath he difclaime& his traſt , er notupon all occaſions pro» 


itisa mere retiſtance or witlitanding of a force firſt & agiiaft then, aref 


not rather a violent iltatjon or bringing in of forec upon ' 
diſpoſe { to peace, Therefore no.conſcrence thatha $2: 1 -of Rdligion, or 


can bear part-inithis 


FLY hf. — 


Ut in the laſt place, if-Confrience could be-perſwaded, that it is-law- 
full upon ſucha caſe; as they make, to take Armsand tefift; and that this 
riſing in Arms in fach a defenſive reliſtance; avin ſuch a cafe they: ſeem to 
pretend to, yet how will it be perſwadcd that the Cafe is now, that is; .That 
the King is ſach as the people muſt be'made to belicve he is, unlefſe it will as 
deſperately offendagainſt the rule of Charitie, in ſo concluding: upon 'the 
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King, as it docs againſt the rale of Faith and perſwaſion, in admitting ſo un- 
| | vere principle as is now reſted on for reſiſtance ſo that ſuch a, Cen» 
ci 


ence ſhall have 1n its perſwaſion neither certainty of Rulc ; for the pri 
__ goes on is falſe, nor certainty of the Caſe, for it knows not the 
he King, to cert. hdefor reſiſtance upon ſuppoſals of his intentions, and; 
it concerns all ſuch as will reſiſt uport the principles now taught 
rant; Subverter of Religien, and Laws, a Perſon not tobe truſted; or at leaſt * 
this King forbid the exerciſe of the Religion eſtabliſhed, or left off to pre» 


miſcd Juftice and libertic to his Subje@s> | 
Yea?! but they have cauſe to fear Popery will prevail, and-.chat he willnot 
ſtand to his promiſes. It-ſcems they aremen that would beloath to ſutter for - 
their Religion, they arc fo ready tofly to: Arms to ſecure themſelves; But 
ſhall ſubj<ats riſe in ArmsAagainſt their Prince upsn ſuch remote fears and 
jealouſics as theſe will appore to be? Whea can tuch be wanting in. turbu- 
ent minds? W hen {half the Priuce be affixed of fafety ? Phis was the way. 
that David himſclf was ſhaker out of his throne,anddriven-from lernſa/ens 
by Ab/alom:-This cunning Rebel ſtoales away their hearts by railing jealou- 
fics in themand an cvilf opinion of Davids government, 2. Saw.-15- 3+ 
Sore ground, it ſcems, he had for his treacherous. plea, through the negli-» 
$cNce 
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-- T8 reſolving of Co:ſcience, &r. * "2 
once of efioſe that wereunder David; butit was his villanic to miake wit 
of x to-the alicnating'of the people from their King, Accordingly letus 
now confider what ilenider grounds eur people have for their fears and Jea- 
louſies, then what feearitie they have and might h+ve againſt them , that 
t may Þ dee > nega thoſcjcaloulics are in themſelves;bow unjuſt 
cauſes of this reſiſtance. 't & L004 a | 


If we cxamine tlie fears and; jealouſfies that ſhave poſlefiodt the people 
we ſhall find ther to be raileduporr theſe st the like grouds ; Reports of 
forrain Powertobe brought in, The Queens Religion, The teſort of Þ + + 
pif/- to his Majeſty, His intercepting of means ſerit for-the relic of Fe' \ 
lend, from whence the people by their good treachers are made to believe, 
that he means-toenflave thus people, recftabliſh Popery, and does compli 

I anſwer toall which I needed notto ſay mere then what Michael Ar- 
changel to the devillthat arch-accuſer, The Lord r:bnke thee, -/nde g. but 
in particular; For fach reports of invaſionsfrem abroad, as were , before 
the ſetting up of the Militia, given out to keep' the/people amuſed , the 
caficr to draw.them into apoſtaure of deſenceas was pretended,all ſuch are 
diſcovercd by time te have been vain; if there be now any forrain ayds to- 
wards the King (23 all Chriſtian Kings cannot but think themſelves con- - * 
cenedin the caule) it will be as juſt for him touſe them h, ſabjeRs 
now inArms, as it was unjuſt in the Bare»sto call in the French againſt 

For the Queens Majeſtic; Her Religion is no new cauſe, if it be a ſath- 
cient cauſe of Jealouſic tothem, they hare had it from her firſt entrance; I - 
would to God it wereotherwiſe with het, that it would pleaſe the Lord 
to open her eyes that ſhe oy ſee the truth and light of the ProteſtantcRe- 
ligion: only this I muſt ſay, this isnot the way to draw her to it, if ſhe look 


at it in the dotrinesand practices of theſe times ſhe 3s not like to-fall in | 


ore with it, 

_ For thercſort of Papiſts, and the Kings entertaining them ; He hath 

pen declared what cantion_he defired to uſe therein, till neceſlitic 
bath driven himto admit: of forme few into his Army , which alſo he 
nſwered lately. Let me adde this concerning the juſtnefle of it , If 
z hath cntertained any into this ſervice , may juſtly make uſe 
ff. thera; We ſce what manner of men were gathered to David in 
is diftreſſe , 1. Sem. 22, 2. and how falſe Zib« bringing proviſion to 

ke King when he fied frem __ , Was entertained and rewarded, . 
2 Ne 
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- Therefolving of Conſtience; Fx \ ' . 
infomuch thatthe x ing-( when: afterward he: kaew how: Zibafind abur 
fed him. to gain his own nn wh et gr ag ayer a 

nounced in his-fayour; if-therefors in-this: diſtreſſe: aſter 'rhuck fore: 
berrance eur ring hath admitted the help of, fome; Roarants , it- cannot 
bealledged asa cauſe of the reſiſtance was a:cauſe of ©; atd-it the: Pan | 
pf will hew himfelfe a good SubjeR, it is juſt ap reaſonable that the | 
x ing whett he isput-to-jt, tay adanittokbishelp, arndithemereſbancit | 
is for th-mthat profefſe: the Proteſt: Religion to force bum: tb-.it; a | 
ſcandall that would not cally be wipedoff fromiour Religion, were itto: 
ſtand or fall, by the doctrines of this giddie Age: i - ! .._... Lars 
_ Laſtly, His Majeftie hach written,caough far; the dexing: bimſclfe | 
from thoſe falſe and odions imputations faid upofs fin in-reltavien ta the: | 
Trifs buſineſſe. I have onely thus much to ſay, concerning any: thisgcinten- | 
ded for therelief of [reland; It was great pitie they ſhoul{:want x there, | 
but it-is more pitiefull , the 'xing ſhould be: forced to.make-uſe of it: | 
here. = | W- | i 
It isnot long fince our neighbour Nation brought an Army-into the | 
Nerthero parts of this kingdome to the great detriment: of. the inhabi-: 
tants there , and it was. excuſed by invincible necollitic, which: draze 
them hither. The. neceflitic his Majety was driven to is:ſufficiently. 
known,and I taking his own where:he meets with it, | 
and drawing it frem his ſerviceabread tothat which mare: nearly concer»; 
ned him at home. And whea his Arms, Monzys, and Provilions-are ſeifed: | 
on wherever they be found intended for him, and imployed againſt him 
in;\arre, the Lord knows how uanecefſiry , ſhall: it nat be lawfull: for} 
take ſome part of them ware hs trads it 'for his : neceffary (dew: 


his people; but upon whoſeaccount the heavie rekoning of thatnogie- 
Bed Cauſc will-bs Jaid, together with the difturbancs of this kingdome, - 
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The refoldingofConſtionces; © 29 
- For Religion, if it be'a nelw frame thiey contend for, I muſt accnowl:dge 
cy defire the contihuance of that true 


be- 


wo <4 


;o | The refal'ding\#f Conſcience, 8<. 
berwixt two, as in caule, _ bold :he rule of 1nditfercncy, impartially to 
conſider the ations of boch, Conſcience therefore thac it may beinformed 
of his Majzfties intentions, willic ook upon him at ſuch a diſtance as London 
and read bim only in thoſe horrid relations that iflue thence, and conceive of 
kim as they rep «rt him co the p:ople ? or will it conlider ſome failings bat 
necefficy ha's inforeed, or other accidentall occurrences haye vccaſione4, 
-A1d from thele conclude intentions to him, contrary to all his promiſesand 
Pcoteltatiors ? The _ be roo partial), Fro pnchaniable $:, om ' 
ought 2lwayes to be tender in Juugin other mens intentions, 1-' 
chaſe of the Priace, and cboſero be lhcladed aSevill, and cobe made 2 
ground for reliſtance, which runs the hazardof Damnativn.. In-the 2 Chr, 
C. 21.10, Libna" is (aid toreyolt from the King of Judah becauſe hee had 
forſaken the Lord; a Text that is objefted,co us,and thauld haye bin aofwered 
in the firſt pare:burjt is unpertinenc asall the reſt are, for ic neither p-oves: be 
Yrinciple, That it is lawfull for the people te revolt when the K'ng torkes: 
igion, but ſhewes that ſach revolc is a puniihment from God upon ſuch a 
King, though a finne in thepcople : Nor doth it come honie to the Ciſe ; for 
' Chere the King had forſaken ; here is oncly ſuppolall that be will, and that 
rouridleſſe"and unconſcionable too, For as there was encugh in David to 
clears theſe Tealouſies upon which chat rebellion of the people tollowing 45- 
ſalom was grounded, ſois there on the Kings pars, to dire& co::ſcience againft 
enis deſperate uncharitable m ?gracnt, if it look at thoſe many Atts of grace ag 
new additions to that ſecurity, by which this State ha*s ſo long ſtood, and 
from them conclude, He would not in a faire way deny aty thing reaonable;. 
Tf it confidet thoſe many promiſes Rrengthened with the deepeit proteltati- 
ops, chforced with'deſires of ſuccefle from God according to bis juſt inten. 
tions, {ad all theſe, as proceelling from a King, under ſuch aiQtion, in ſuch 
dangef after ſuch ſucceſle and experienceof Gods pro:eQion approving ther- 
by the reality and finceriey of his heare : What conſciencecan here conclude 
contrary integtiens in him,and not think it blaiphemeth God and the King ?-- 
| Furthermote, as condcicace will nec be uacharitadle when it iudgerh Upon 
the intentions of another. mans heart, fo neither will it be partiall when ie 
iudgeth between two,unto w. ichof thear it ſhould incline : and therfore he 
that is abuſed to believe amiſſe of hig Rnggng ſolicited to enter this way of 
reliſtance, is highly concerned firſt te conſtder, whether they allo that arethe 
the main direttours of it ,and to whom be would adbere,doe diſcharye their 
truſt they are called to, lay ſuch an one, unlefſe be will refigne up his faith to 
eaten their ditates as the immediace rule of his conſcience, mutt 


canfider whether all be iſt and honett that js done in thac way ? whether to 

diveſt the King of the power of Armes and touſe them againit him berode- 

fend his perſon, Rights, and dignity ? Whether che forcng of the Subiefts 
| pro. 


The reſolving of Conſcience. 3t 
property,to the advancing of this refiltance, and the impriſonipg of theirper- 
fons for denyall, be the maintaining of che 1 ight and liberty of the Subieſt > - 
whe h.r the ſuffering of { » many Setts co veat their dodtrines with ſuch }1- 
berty, and to commit unſafferabl. p—_ uponett e worſhip ef God, with 
| foch hicentiouſnefle, be a defending of Religion and the eftabliſked worſhip 
of this Church 2 . All theſe duties every SubieRt refpettively is bound to dit- 
charge, andthe negle& of them His Maictty has chiefly charged upon theſe 
that he conc. tves-the chiefe direRouu $and Actours in this refittance made a» 
gaiaſt him, and every ma1 in conſcience ought ter1oul]y ro conlider It, 

The neceſſity of the Commer wealth 1s pretended rodefend the not-de- 
fending of the premiſes ; when as no neceflity may excule any failings on 
the Kingspar:, 2s1t his promiſes, by which he ſtands obliged ro his Subietts, 
did nor ſuppole they for their parts alſo ſhould performe : I know pot how - 
ſome particular men may be engaged andcontraC&ta neceſſity of reliſting, or - 
ſecking tafety by Armes;z but I :mperſwaded, no man inConſcicnce can 
thinke tt a neceflicy of the Common-wealth to have all confounded, or of a ' 
Chrittian to run the hazardof damua:1on by relifting. My conſcience cells 
me, and will theirs one day tell chem, how much they have to anſwe-for not 
tmproving that grace and willingnefle, they bad expertence of in His Mate» 
ftic and might ſtill have found in him, to the ſpeedy and happy Reformation 
of this Church and State ; I pray God to give them Conſcienceseruely in» 
Eghtned, and bowels truly compaſſionate, that they may ſpeedilyand feeling- 
ly be ſentible of the miſerics this Land grones under, and faichtully examine 
how far they are anfwerable for them, by reieAing luch reaſonable meanes of 
fecurity, as they might have had for the {afety of this State, »fmes,-- 

And now it there be any one that will run-the hazard of this reſiſtance, I 
deſire he wonld firſt ſet his Conſcience before the Triounall of Cod, where 
jr mult appeare, and conſider whether it will excuſe him there, whea he ha's 
ſhed the bloud of others, and expended h'gowne, to ſay, I verily fuppaſed 
and bcheved my Prince wouvl1 change Rehgion,overthrow our Liberties, I 
mult tell higg it wi. 1 nut be ſafe for bim to preſeat ſuch.a Conſciencear that 
barre,a Couſcience that wanted the rule of. Faith'to wacraut and perſwade' 
the lawtfulneſle of refiſtance u;-0n ſuch.a ſuppoſall, a Conſcience that wan- 
ted the certainty of -per{wafion that che Princes heart (which God onely 
knowes) was4o.inclined, a Conſcience that wanted the judgement of cha» 
rity, in concluding ſuch intentions in the King notwithitanding all hispro- 
miſcs and deepeſt proteſtations.made in the time of his trouble, withour 
which Chasity all is nothing though be layes downe (ag hethinkes) his life 
for: Religion. .Such a Conſctence 1 mutt neecs conchud: fintull, and iyable 
e9that which the Apoſtlethreatens unto Refiltance, Damnation. 
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